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The Year’s 50 Best

Drive-By Truckers, Decoration Day
The Civil War has been over for 138 years, but in the South- and in these down-home tales of hard love and tough luck- Reconstruction goes on. Compared with the widescreen heft of the Trucker’s 2001 Southern Rock Opera, Decoration Day is a compressed hail of bullets. But Patterson Hood and Mike Cooley carry the weight of the world in their destressed, drawling voices. And when the Truckers’ three guitars go into full bombardment, you hear victory.
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The Year in Music 2003

40 Best Albums 

#28 Drive-By Truckers, Decoration Day
On 2001’s Southern Rock Opera, these Alabama Ass whuppers made fiery peace with lingering rebel ghosts. Now, storyteller/ poet Petterson Hood, roadhouse rocker Mike Cooley, and new Southern-gothic balladeer Jason Isbell take on more personal demons. From the false bravado of Hood’s “Heathens” to the bittersweet father’s lament “Outfit,” the three guitarists/ songwriters deliver blistering tales of child abuse, tour-strained relationships, farm foreclosure, and the elusiveness of “home.”
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50 Greatest Albums of 2003

#19 Drive-By Truckers, Decoration Day
Dirty Southerners clean out their closets
The best country-rock band in America trots out the Southern Gothic themes you’d expect – work, babies, death, jail, trailers, drifters, drinking, “consensual brother/ sister incest” – but stewards them with such grace and empathy, you might forget you’re listening to five hairy men from Alabama. Lines like, “Got your fine-ass self on the back of my lids” should remind you, though.
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Best of 2003

2. Drive-By Truckers, Decoration Day
Sixer of Pabst? Check. Plug of Skoal? Check. A whole can of redneck rock’n’roll whupass? You bet your double-wide darlin’.

MOJO

Essential Americana

Drive-By Truckers, Decoration Day *****

Best record yet from Alabama Southern rock-and-country quintet. Spooner Oldham guests on Wurlitzer.

Even for a band who worship the altar of Lynrd Skynrd (and there are a darn sight worse places to kneel) their last record Southern Rock Opera- a concept album linking the Skynerd tale to their own- went a bit far. Only their attitude honesty and self-belief pulled it off. They’ve toned things down on the follow-up – a mere song-cycle this time (themes of marriages, families and how wrong one choice can fuck you up) with less triple-guitar epics more country and country rock. Some of the songwriting is exceptional: rebel anthem “Hell no, I ain’t happy”; furious suicide song “Do It yourself”: “My Sweet Annette” and “Heathens” with their fine three- voice harmonies and subtle steel. In “Outfit” (like Eagles with cojones) a fatehr tells his son, “Don’t try to be what you ain’t” – a philosophy this Alabama five-piece live by.
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Best of 2003

Top 100 Editors' Picks

10. Decoration Day , by Drive-By Truckers 

The 10 Best Alternative Rock CDs of 2003

1. Decoration Day, by Drive-By Truckers 

The 10 Best Rock CDs of 2003 

1. Decoration Day, by Drive-By Truckers

Washington Post

THE Year in Music
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Just as it has in hip-hop, the South has risen again in rock with the boogie-meets-garage punk of the Leon's "Youth & Young Manhood," the country-psychedelic-dream-pop of My Morning Jacket's "It Still Moves" and the hard alt-country of the Drive-By Truckers' "Decoration Day." 

The 40 Best Alt.Coutry (Yeah, Whatever That Is) Albums of 2003

2. Drive-By Truckers, Decoration Day
PASTE

20 Signs of Life from 2003

4. Drive-By Truckers, Decoration Day

I first saw Drive-By Truckers at Athens, GA now defunct Hi-Hat Club in 1998. Even then, their brand of countrified redneck rock was strangely captivating. The band progressed slowly at first and then- with Southern Rock Opera, a concept album based on the tragic Lynrd Skynrd story – it really caught fire. But Patterson Hood, Mike Cooley and company didn’t stop there. Facing trying personal times plagued by divorce, deaths of loved ones, and financial struggles, the band members went into the studio and- with the help of Dave Barbe’s brilliant, tasteful, raw-in-all-the-right-places production—cranked out one of the greatest Southern rock records of all time.

With DD the Trucker have matured, transcending the schtick of their earlier material (well- crafted schtick though it was) and tapping into something timeless. The band’s latest has it all, from hard-hitting lyrics and rowdy, punkish southern-fired riff rock to honest, heartbreaking ballads that capture the pain of a disintegrating relationship, A torch has been passed to these unlikely heroes form Athnes, and the flame of rock’n’roll burns bright- now if it can just quit tellin’ young boys lies…
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#5 and Best Group- Drive-By Truckers

Doubtless a more modest effort than Southern Rock Opera, and that’s not a bad thing. Sporting Stonesy swagger, native Georgia jangle, and a harrowing pair of suicide tunes, this oak-solid set is long on both muscle and heart.
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Top-Ten-o-Matic
Minneapolis City Pages scribes chime in with their top ten

TOP TEN ALBUMS:

3. Drive-By Truckers, Decoration Day (New West) - Laura Sinagra
8. Drive-By Truckers, Decoration Day (New West)- Michaelangelo Matos
2. Drive-By Truckers, Decoration Day (New West)- Keith Harris

3. Drive-By Truckers, Decoration Day (New West)- Mark Desrosiers
2. Drive-By Truckers, Decoration Day (New West)- Bart Blasengame
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A&E year in review: Ten great albums you might have missed

1. Drive-by Truckers, "Decoration Day" (New West) -- Songs about poor

living, shotgun weddings and fathers' sins haven't sounded this touching

or heartfelt in a long time. The Alabama twang-rock band and its alternating frontmen are in line to be the Band of our day. 
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Nashville Scene Year End

Second Helping? Critics heralded 2003 as a Southern rock renaissance par excellence, but apart from the Drive-By Truckers' Decoration Day (New West), a grungy, empathetic beacon worthy of Street Survivors, don't believe the hype. 
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TOP TEN ALBUMS OF 2003

Ted Kane, contributor:

1. Drive-By Truckers – Decoration Day (New West Records)

Go Memphis

THE best of pop in a topsy-turvy year

2. Drive-by Truckers, "Decoration Day" (New West Records): This was

the year the mesh trucker hat became the hipster accessory. ...

Salt Lake City Tribune

MUSIC that made its way onto my personal playlist

Drive-By Truckers, "Decoration Day." Fifteen songs of gutty, gritty Southern-noir, with killer guitars. 

LAS VEGAS MERCURY

BEST CDs of 2003

Las Vegas Mercury, NV

6. Drive-By Truckers, Decoration Day. Country, folk, rock--whatever this is, it's really good and honest.
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 “Decoration Day” by Drive-By Truckers (New West) —Year end Best & Indie Record of the Year Playing Southern rock with a dose of country, Drive-By Truckers never turn their trailer park roots into a joke or into myth. They play with brains and genuine heart. Though not as great as 2001’s “Southern Rock Opera,” “Decoration Day” finds the band still at the top of its game.  Good advice from Dad to a new member joining the band: “Don’t sing with a fake British accent. Don’t act like your family’s a joke. Have fun, but stay clear of the needle. Call home on your sister’s birthday.” 

